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Regular Meeting

Thursday, May 09, 2019, 5:30 p.m.

Grady Howard Conference Room, Municipal Building

300 Ruth Street, 1st Floor, Spring Lake, NC 28390
Present:
Vice-Chair Eric Olson, Commissioner Rosa Garris-Turner, Commissioner Joshua James, Commissioner Georgeanna Pinckney, Commissioner Kevin Brooks, Commissioner Jeffrey Wire, Maria Del Pilar Salvat, Commissioner William “Bill” J. Milton, II
Absent:
Commissioner Donna Pelham, Secretary Dr. Mark Kendrick, Commissioner Gregory “Greg” Foxx, Commissioner Milette Harris, Commissioner Ayax Rangel
Guest:
Retired Sgt. Major Ruby and two other guests
Staff Present:
Dr. Anthony Wade, Director; Yamile Nazar, Manager; and Willetta Ragin, Human Relations Administrative Specialist
The meeting was called to order at 5:42 p.m. by Vice-Chair Eric Olson, followed by a moment of silence and the Pledge of Allegiance led by Commissioner Olson.
Commissioner Olson welcomed new Human Relations Commissioner appointee William “Bill J. Murray, II, asked him to introduce himself to the commission and each commissioner and staff to introduce themselves to him.

Commissioner Olson asked Dr. Wade to introduce the speaker, Retired, Sgt. Major Ruby Murray, Junior Reserve Officer’ Training Corps Instructor at South View High School.

Retired Sgt. Major Murray topic was “Disability & the Youth of Today”. Sgt. Major Murray gave a very emotional and moving address about the youth of today and those who have disabilities. She is very passionate about helping youth, especially those who have developmental and behavioral challenges that may prevent them from going to college.
Motion to approve agenda was made by Commissioner Wire, seconded by Commissioner Pinckney, vote-unanimous.

Motion to approve the February 14, 2019 minutes was made by Commissioner James, seconded by Commissioner Pinckney, vote unanimous.
Committee Reports:

A. Annual Awards Reception. Commissioner Pinckney. See attached.
The first combined meeting of the MLK Scholarship Committee and the Annual Awards Committee 

will take place on Tuesday, June 11, 2019 at Fayetteville Fire Station #12, 911 Hope Mills Rd, Fayetteville, NC 28304, 5:30 p.m.

Motion to approve the minutes as printed was made by Commissioner Brooks, seconded by Commissioner Wire, vote unanimous.
B. MLK Scholarship.  Commissioner Harris was absent. Commissioner Olson talked about how well the MLK Scholarship Reception went as presented by the FCHRC. He also stated that he attended the Scholarship Awards Ceremony for the Cumberland Community Foundation, which was well attended and brought back a program to pass around for all commissioners and staff to see. 
Merging of Rapid Response & Hate Crimes-Commissioner Brook
Commissioner Brooks stated he had no report, but promised to have something to present at the next commission meeting. He also stated he loved Dr. Wade’s recommendation to change the name of the combined Committees to the Anti-Bias Committee. Commissioner Kendrick was absent. 
Director’s Report. Dr. Anthony Wade. See attached.

Next Commission meeting will take place on June 13, 2019 at 5:30 pm. at FFD, 632 Langdon Street.
The Commission regular meeting and all sub-committee meetings are cancelled for the month of July 2019.
Meeting was adjourned at 6:57 p.m., motioned by Commissioner Brooks, seconded by Commissioner Pinckney. Vote unanimous.
Approved_______________________________




(Date)

_______________________________________

Dr. Mark Kendrick, Secretary
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FCHRC Annual Recognition Award Committee Minutes

Tuesday, February 5, 2019

5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.

Present: Commissioners Maria del Pilar Salvat, Rosa Garris-Turner, Milette Harris, Georgeanna Pinckney (Chair).  Absent:  Chair Teachey-Dukes.  Staff:  Dr. Wade, Willetta Ragin and Yamile Nazar

Update and Status of ARA

· Contact the Commissioners who have not picked up their tickets, flyers and posters

· Ms. Nazar shared the setup at the Metropolitan room and the caterers

· Décor: 

· Caterer: Dorothy’s II catering 

· She is to follow-up with Morgan Norwood for her bio

· Contacted Mayor, City Manager and Amy Cannon

· Working with Graphic Designer for booklet

· Flyer and Posters were available, posted in the library, to be given out at GFU, and the Mayor’s coffee

· One historic background for pictures

· Commissioner Pinckney will finalize the script after the review panel selections has been made, script will be forwarded to the selected commissioners

· Review Panel consist of one senior from the Cumberland Youth Council, Mr. Robert Hines, United Way, and Robin Sanders

· Review Panel must meet on Friday, February 15, 2019 during regular business hours

· National Anthem will be sung (track) by Daina Amos

· Prayer of Unity – Former Recipient Rev. Mary Owens

Staff: Ms. Nazar and Mrs. Ragin will send out the letters by email

Budget was discussed to ensure all areas are covered

FCHRC always invites and provides review panel one courtesy ticket

Friends of the Commission was discussed 

Former Chair Sheila Cuffee contacted the Band from last year for the event

Commissioners should arrive at 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, February 28, 2019

Commissioner Pinckney will contact Chair Teachey-Dukes in regards to suggested colors for commissioners to wear at the Reception and for pictures at the next regular FCHRC meeting, Thursday, February 14, 2019 with main color black and accessory colors of the commission yellow, red, green or blue

Commissioners needed:

· One – Commissioner to greet and direct traffic

· Three - Commissioners at the check in table with Mrs. Willetta Ragin

· We are asking the Commissioners to work the room and mingle with the guest.

· It was encouraged for the Commission to push the nominations and ticket sales

· Ads – the staff will track

· Compare Foods is donating $10,000.00

Next meeting: Tuesday, February 19, 2019 at 5:30 p.m.

Meeting Adjourned: 6:44 p.m.
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May 9, 2019

TO:

Human Relations Commission

FROM:
Dr. Anthony Wade, Human Relations Director 

SUBJECT:
Director’s Report (May 2019)
The following is provided for your information and review. 

Human Relations Commission Meeting in Hope Mills:  On March 15, 2019 the Town of Hope Mills hosted the March 15, 2019 regular meeting of the Fayetteville-Cumberland Human Relations (FCHR) Commission in its Luther Board Room Council Chambers.  The guest speaker was Hope Mills resident Dr. Elmore Lowery who provided an update of his programs as Dean of College and Career Readiness at Fayetteville Technical Community College (FTCC). During his remarks, Dr. Lowery thanked the Commission for its support of the Food Kitchen associated with his programs that fights against hunger among students. Thanks are extended to Hope Mills Mayor Jackie Warner, Town Manager Melissa Adams, and Town Clerk Jane Starling for their hospitality in hosting the Commission's meeting in their community. 

Collaboration with NCRC on Fair Housing Testing:  The Fair Housing Board and the Department hosted a local community engagement meeting on March 19, 2019 with guest facilitator Jacob Lilien of the National Community Reinvestment Coalition (NCRC) headquartered in Washington, D.C.  An Attorney and Civil Rights Manager with NCRC's Center for Civil Rights, Mr. Lilien's meeting with residents included information applicable to the federal Fair Housing Act and the City of Fayetteville's Fair Housing Ordinance. Thanks to FTCC for allowing the session to be held from 6pm to 9pm in its General Education Building on the main campus in Fayetteville. The Fair Housing Board and the Department look forward to our continued collaboration with NCRC in support of our residents.

Commission/Department Interaction with Fort Bragg:  On March 21, 2019 I joined U.S. Army Veteran and Human Relations Commissioner Mark Kendrick as witnesses to history while representing the Commission at the promotion ceremony of General Michael X. Garrett.  During this ceremony, General Garrett became one of six Black officers, including former Secretary of State Colin Powell, to reach the rank of four-star general in the U.S. Army. History was made again shortly afterwards as General Garrett became the first Black officer to be named as Commanding General of U.S Army Forces Command (FORSCOM). FORSCOM is the largest command in the Army with more than 750,000 Army, Reserve and National Guard soldiers assigned.  The command is headquartered at Fort Bragg which served as the location for both ceremonies. 

Human Relations/Fayetteville Police Department Collaboration on Police/Community Engagement Event:  The Department and Commission collaborated with the Fayetteville Police Department (FPD) on the first of several planned community engagement sessions in Fayetteville. After a 2018 community screening of the film, “The Hate U Give,” by the Fayetteville Police Department, Police Chief Gina Hawkins and I agreed to collaborate on hosting several sessions during 2019 as a way to foster community dialogue around several contemporary topics that were addressed after the film and over lunch in facilitated dialogue groups. 

Commendations are extended to Human Relations Commissioner and Pope Army Airfield Equal Opportunity Director Milette Harris and her staff for their excellent facilitation of two of three discussion groups. The meeting was held from 9am to 4pm and attendees including community residents, chamber of commerce, higher education faculty and students, a retired judge, business leaders, public safety professionals, as well as human relations commissioners, fair housing board members, military personnel, and others.  The session was an excellent opportunity to engage our community in a discussion regarding race, youth, family, police-community relations, diversity and human relations. 

Thanks to FTCC President Dr. J. Larry Keen for his gracious hospitality in not only hosting the event, but also in providing welcoming remarks to the attendees.   Additional thanks are extended to Commissioner Harris and her staff as well as to the attendance at the event of FCHR Commissioners Georgeanna Pinckney and Bill Milton as well as former Commission Chair Sheila Cuffee, former Commissioner Antoinette Morris and Fair Housing Board Member Otis Cuffee. 

The event received positive coverage in the March 29th online edition and the March 30th print edition of The Fayetteville Observer.   On April 3, 2019 FPD Lieutenant Gary Womble and I were interviewed live on WIDU Radio by station President and Owner Wes Cookman.   As one of the event attendees, Mr. Cookman praised the effectiveness of the event and stated his hope for future events of this nature by the Department and Commission.

Support for the Dr. MLK Jr. Scholarship Reception:  On April 11, 2019 FCHR staff (Manager Yamile Nazar and Administrative Assistant Willetta Ragin) provided support to the Human Relations Commission during its 31st Annual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Scholarship Reception.  Ten (10) college-bound Cumberland County high school students were awarded $1,000 each towards their higher education financial needs.
Congratulations to the following individuals on their academic scholarship selection: 

· Emma F. Berry, Cumberland International Early College High School
· Madison L. Foy, Cross Creek Early College High School
· Sidney M. Gibson, Douglas Byrd High School
· Noah W. Mack, Reid Ross Classical High School
· Chelsea E. McDuffie-Jackson, Seventy-First High School
· James E. Parker, E.E. Smith High School
· Chelsea J. Pratt, E.E. Smith High School
· Angel K. Smith, Cumberland Polytechnic High School
· Jordan N. Stanford, Grays Creek High School
· Yushan Xie, Cross Creek Early College High School
Fair Housing Training Collaboration with the United Way:  On May 20, 2019 the Fayetteville Fair Housing Board and Human Relations Department will provide fair housing training for the partner agencies and clients of the United Way of Cumberland County (UWCC).  My thanks to UWCC President/CEO Robert Hines and Community Impact Director Crystal Moore-Williams for our partnership on this session as well as our ongoing collaborations in support of our community's residents. The session will be conducted by Ms. Nazar.  Additional thanks are extended to FTCC for graciously serving as the site for this session and its continuing support of human relations programs in the City and County.

Human Relations at the 2019 Fayetteville Dogwood Festival:  Over 225 people received information on the Human Relations and Fair Housing Ordinances on Saturday, April 27, 2019 at the 2019 Dogwood Festival. FCHR Commissioners Georgeanna Pinckney, Joshua James and Maria Pilar Salvat joined Ms. Nazar in answering questions related to the Ordinances, FCHR Commission and Department, and the Fayetteville Fair Housing Board. Human Relations was one of six City Departments (Corporate Communications, Airport, Public Services, Fire, and Police) that staffed a shared interdepartmental booth at the front of Festival Park Plaza in downtown Fayetteville, North Carolina where visitors learned more about the programs and services provided by the City of Fayetteville.
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