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Regular Meeting
Thursday, February 13, 2020, 5:30 p.m.
Festival Park Plaza, 225 Ray Avenue, 1st Floor Training Room, Fayetteville, NC 28301

Present:	Interim Chair, Eric Olson; Commissioner Shawn Daniel; Commissioner Milette Harris; Commissioner Eileen Hatch; Commissioner Joshua James; Commissioner William “Bill” J. Milton, II; Commissioner Dwight Palmer; Commissioner Semone Pemberton; Commissioner Theodore Trainer, III; Commissioner Franco Webb; Commissioner Jeffrey Wire.

Absent:	Commissioner Mark Kendrick, Secretary; Commissioner Rosa Garris-Turner; Commissioner Georgieana Pinckney; Commissioner Cherie Readus. 

Staff Present:	Dr. Anthony Wade, Director; Yamile Nazar, Manager; and Janet Beaudry, Office Assistant II.

Guest:  Nichole, Human Relations Student at Methodist University.

The meeting was called to order at 5:48 p.m. by Interim Chair Eric Olson, followed by a moment of silence, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Introduction of new member, Commissioner Shawn Daniel.   

Motion to approve agenda was made by Commissioner Webb, seconded by Commissioner Palmer; vote unanimous.

Motion to approve the January 9, 2020, minutes was made by Commissioner Webb, seconded by Commissioner Trainer; vote unanimous.

Committee Reports: 

A. Annual Awards and Human Relations Scholarship.  Commissioner Wire stated the date of the reception is February 27, and that he is almost finished with the script.  He said that right now we have 70 tickets sold, and need to reach 200 mark for the special discount with the Ramada.  Need a volunteer to do the opening prayer.  Commissioner Wire reviewed the procedure for Commissioners to come up and introduce the award recipient.  Here is the breakdown for the award presenters:  Commissioner Webb, Patriot Award; Commissioner Olson, Lifetime Award; Commissioner Harris, Military Award; Commissioner Trainor, Youth Award; Commissioner Hatch, Humanitarian Award; Commissioner Milton, Individual Award; Commissioner James, Educator Award; Commissioner Palmer, Religious Leader Award.  Still need two more people for to present the Industry and Organization Awards.  Commissioner Wire inquired about a seating chart.  He also let everyone know that the event is upstairs and that there is an elevator.  The band will go in arrive about at approximately 3:00 p.m. to set up and rehearse.  He outlined the whole the entire ceremony and stated that the plate dinner would be served about 7:30 p.m.  He said that the Mayor and should be there as well as other dignitaries including the Chair of the County Commissioners will be there.  Dr. Wade told the Commissioners that Corporate Communications has put together a video of three scholarship recipients that will be available for shown at the banquet.  There will also be a slide show going playing on that highlightings work the work of the Commission. has done.  Discussion followed.  Commissioner Webb gave an brought everyone up to date on the Starbucks donation.  Discussion ensured regarding the legalities of excepting donations from individuals running for political offices and ad contents that can be included in the program booklet. about political donations and what can be said in the ads in the programs.  The laws requires that political candidates can advertise their current office held, but no solicitation of votes for current campaign. .Agreement was that they could have their picture and name, but no election ads.  Interim Chair Olson reminded the Commissioners that the money they raise is for the scholarships.  He also said that the next step after the awards banquet is to sit down and review the scholarship applications.  Ms. Nazar pointed out that a good portion of the people who attend the banquet are elderly, and that a 7:30 p.m. dinner was too late for them.  She suggested dinner be served at 6:30 p.m.a 6:30 plate service, and Commissioner Wire said that he would rearrange things the program order to make that so that will happen.  Commissioner Olson said that the Commission colors are black, red, and white.  Commissioner Wire stated that the chairs are burgundy, the tablecloths are white, and there will be a burgundy runner on each table with a mirror and three candles floating in water with gold pedals on the mirror as well as black napkins. so the colors are in place.             
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Director’s Report.  Dr. Anthony Wade.  Please see attached.  He stated that the State Commission is interested in using The Hate U Give movie and discussion platform that follows to be used in communities state wide.  

Old Business:  Interim Chair Olson reminded the Commissioners that the Dining & Dialogue event is this coming weekend, the fifteenth.  Dr. Wade stated that there is a limit of 100 people, and that right now they are up to 75 people.  

Commissioner James addressed the Commissioners and talked about his program to meet immigrant loaded on buses that stop at the terminal downtown.  

Ms. Nazar let the Commissioners know that she had hard copies of the scholarship application available.  She also said there were large posters available to post in various places to advertise the awards banquet.     

No new business.

Next Commission meeting will take place on March 12, 2020, at 5:30 p.m., at Festival Park Plaza Training Room.

Meeting was adjourned at 6:49 p.m.  Motion to adjourn by Commissioner Wire, seconded by Commissioner Trainor. Vote unanimous.


Approved_______________________________
			(Date)


_______________________________________
Dr. Mark Kendrick, Secretary 
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