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Regular Meeting
Thursday, August 13, 2020, 5:30 p.m.
Zoom Meeting

Present:	Interim Chair, Eric Olson; Commissioner Milette Harris; Commissioner Eileen Hatch; Commissioner William “Bill” J. Milton, II; Commissioner Semone Pemberton; Commissioner J. Vernon Peterson; Commissioner Theodore Trainor, III (via telephone); Commissioner Franco Webb; and Commissioner Jeffrey Wire.

Absent:	Commissioner Mark Kendrick, Secretary; Commissioner Joshua James; and Commissioner Dwight Palmer 

Staff Present:	Dr. Anthony Wade, Director; Yamile Nazar, Manager; and Janet Beaudry, Office Assistant II.

Guest:  	Lachelle Pulliam, Assistant City Attorney, City of Fayetteville.

The meeting was called to order at 5:36 p.m. by Interim Chair Eric Olson, followed by a moment of silence, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Motion to approve agenda was made by Commissioner Wire, seconded by Commissioner Webb; vote was unanimous.

Motion to approve the March 12, 2020, minutes was made by Commissioner Webb, seconded by Commissioner Wire; vote was unanimous.

Interim Chair Olson requested an introduction to the Commissioners by Commissioner J. Vernon Peterson, as this was his first Commission meeting.  Commissioner Peterson introduced himself and gave a brief biography.  Commissioner Olson then recognized the guest, Ms. Pulliam, of the City Attorney’s Office.  

Committee Reports: 

A. Annual Community Recognition Awards.  Commissioner Wire stated that as we already have a date of Thursday, February 25, 2021, a vote is needed for the location and the theme.  He said he had quotes from both the Embassy Suites, which hosted the banquet in 2018, and the Ramada, which hosted this year’s banquet.  Both are capable of hosting the banquet, the difference is price.  The Ramada charges $35 per plate, and the Embassy Suites charges $37 per plate.  The other difference is in the charge for the banquet room.  The Ramada charges $870 for their room, and the Embassy Suites charges $2,800 for their room.  Commissioner Wire stated that although some people were not pleased by the meal at the Ramada last time that could be changed closer to the event.  Commissioner Wire opened the floor for discussion about the location.  There were no comments, so he called for a vote.  The Ramada was chosen by a unanimous vote.  Next was a discussion by Commissioner Wire about the theme.  Three themes were presented:

1) Fayetteville and Cumberland County; One Race, Many Cultures, One Place. quote by Geoffrey M. Gluck

2) Fayetteville and Cumberland County do what you feel in your heart to be right- for you'll be criticized anyway. quote by Eleanor Roosevelt

3) Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter here                    in Fayetteville and Cumberland County. quote by Martin Luther King, Jr.

Commissioner Wire stated that he was looking for a theme that would reflect what is going on in our community, state, and nation right now, and that he thought the modified quote from Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was best.  He called for a vote. 

Theme number three, a modified quote by Martin Luther King, Jr. was chosen by a unanimous vote. There were no votes for the other two themes.

Commissioner Wire stated he would stop by the Ramada to set the date with them on his way out of town.  He also thanked the Commission for the five years that he was a Commissioner and said how he had enjoyed his time on the Commission.  He also stated that Commissioner Harris was here to discuss the Human Relations Academic Scholarships, and that he thought in the future the two committees should remain separate because they require different skill sets.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Dr. Wade thanked Commissioner Wire for his time on the Commission, and invited him and his family to join him for dinner in November.  Then Commissioner Wire gave the location of his retirement ceremony on Fort Bragg, and invited all Commissioners, past and present, to come to the event on Friday, December 4, 2020, at 4700 Knox Street. It is the Force Command Headquarters building. Time is 11:00 a.m.  He asked everyone not to bring cell phones because they would not be allowed on post. He also said that if the Commission’s social is held in December, he would attend.  

B. Human Relations Academic Scholarship.  Commissioner Harris thanked Commissioner Wire for his assistance on the scholarships.  She stated that the committee needs to work out with Patriot Outreach details as to how involved Patriot Outreach will be in the future.  She stated her concern that the scholarship checks were sent out at the last minute.  She asked that the scholarship application process be done online, including links to the scholarship on the various high school web sites so that students could choose whether or not to apply for the HR scholarship.  Ms. Nazar asked if Commissioner Harris would work with the Corporate Communications Department to make sure that happens, and Commissioner Harris said she would do so.  

Commissioner Olson noted that the other two committees didn’t have anything to report, and asked for verification.  There was no response, so he continued on to new business. 

The upcoming Virtual Town Hall Meeting is a major event that will take place Tuesday, August 18, 2020, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  

Dr. Wade recognized Commissioner Dwight Palmer for receiving the First Year Certified Top Performer at Cadillac for the State of North Carolina.  His is the third award to be given to an African-American from Cadillac. He then went on to talk about the Virtual Town Hall Tuesday evening August 18.  The panel discussion will be Race in America.  Panelist will be Mayor Mitch Colvin, City of Fayetteville, N.C.; Toussaint Romain, Chair North Carolina Human Relations Commission; Linda Williams, President of National Organization of Black Law Enforcement (NOBLE); and James Stowe, Atlantic Region Representative of the International Association of Human Rights Agencies.  Dr. Wade also gave a brief bio on each speaker.  Mr. Stowe will speak on “How White Allies and Partners Can Help”.  Mr. Romain will speak on “Systemic Racism and the Steps Many Have Taken to Make a Difference”.  The Town Hall will cover a range of topics including, but not limited to, current events, racial tensions, government policy questions, human relations efforts, and civil rights.  Dr. Wade will host the Town Hall, and Commissioner Olson will moderate.  Questions to the panel will be accepted via email until Monday, August 17th.  

Dr. Wade then spoke about the upcoming The Hate U Give (THUG) virtual forum that is to be hosted by the Town of Hope Mills.  He stated that this event is taking place because the Mayor Pro Tem, Dr. McRae, attended a THUG forum at Fayetteville Technical Community College.
He then stated he had recently spoken to Councilman Larry Wright, Co-Chair of a committee established by the City to review past practices, policies, ordinances, and anything that might present an obstacle to diversity, equity, and inclusion.  He also stated that one of the issues the committee has been tasked with is the Market House.  Commissioners will be asked to participate.  

Another topic Dr. Wade spoke about was the upcoming appointments to the Commission.  He stated that it is a desirable Commission to work on, and Ms. Nazar said that there were 33 applications from people wanting to serve on this Commission.  Dr. Wade noted that this is a working board, and gave his compliments to the Commission.

Interim Chair Olson talked about the upcoming school year and the amount of stress for various reasons that parents are experiencing.  He said that Cumberland County virtual school starts this Monday, August 17.   

The next scheduled Commission meeting will be Thursday, September 10, 2020, at 5:30 p.m., via Zoom.  

After a few concluding remarks, Commissioner Olson called for a motion to adjourn.   Motion to adjourn the meeting was moved by Commissioner Milton, seconded by Commissioner Wire. Vote was unanimous.  Meeting was adjourned at 6:23 p.m.



Approved_______________________________
			(Date)


_______________________________________
Dr. Mark Kendrick, Secretary 
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