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Regular Meeting
Thursday, September 10, 2020, 5:30 p.m.
Zoom Meeting

Present:	Interim Chair, Eric Olson; Commissioner Milette Harris; Commissioner Eileen Hatch; Commissioner William “Bill” J. Milton, II; Commissioner Dwight Palmer; Commissioner Semone Pemberton; Commissioner J. Vernon Peterson; Commissioner Theodore Trainor, III (via telephone); and Commissioner Franco Webb 

Absent:	Commissioner Mark Kendrick, Secretary; Commissioner Joshua James; and Commissioner Jeffrey Wire 

Staff Present:	Dr. Anthony Wade, Director; Yamile Nazar, Manager; and Janet Beaudry, Office Assistant II.


The meeting was called to order at 5:40 p.m. by Interim Chair Eric Olson, followed by a moment of silence, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Commissioner Olson noted that the National Football League starts playing tonight with a lot of human relations material being included.  He challenged everyone who could to watch the game and see how they handle human relations materials.  The teams are Chiefs and Texans.  A fun fact that is tied into what the Commission does on a regular basis.

Motion to approve updated agenda was made by Commissioner Pemberton, seconded by Commissioner Milton; vote was unanimous.

Motion to approve the August 13, 2020, Zoom meeting minutes was made by Commissioner Palmer, seconded by Commissioner Hatch; vote was unanimous.

Committee Reports: 

A. Crisis Management, no report. 
B. Marketing, no report.

Ms. Nazar reported that an officer of the Fayetteville Police Department shot a suspect at 4:07 p.m. today.  The suspect is being treated at Cape Fear Valley Medical Center now.  He has life-threatening injuries.  She also said the U. S. Marshalls were involved.  The suspect was under suspicion of sexual assault in Tennessee, which is why the U. S. Marshalls were involved.   

Interim Chair Olson talked about the three sessions of The Hate U Give series which involves individual viewings of the movie and group discussions.  Commissioner Olson asked that Commissioners participate by way of facilitating the discussion sessions.  He said that each of the three sessions consisted of the general public, public safety officials, and the Commission as facilitators.  He went over the dates and times:  September 17th from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.; September 23rd from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.; and the teen session on September 29th from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.  Commissioner Olson said that the online work the Commission is doing is effective, and that The Hate U Give series is important.  Commissioners Hatch and Olson said they would facilitate the evening session on September 29th.  Commissioner Harris said she would be getting with Ms. Nazar about her staff participating.  She also asked if there was a script to go by so that everyone is on the same page with the message.  Commissioner Olson said he could be backup for all three sessions if need be.  Question was raised by Commissioner Pemberton about if, as facilitators, they still have to register.  Ms. Nazar said the Greater Fayetteville Chamber of Commerce is controlling the tech side of the sessions, and she would check with them about the registration question. 

Ms. Nazar screen-shared a video of teens from the Fayetteville Cumberland Youth Council who were talking about the upcoming The Hate U Give sessions. The youth also included the importance of being able to openly discuss the issues around the film with members of our local public safety agencies including the Sheriff's Office, Police and Fire Departments.  The audio was not working, so Commissioner Olson told everyone they could access the video on the City of Fayetteville web site and other venues.  

Dr. Wade addressed the Commission and spoke about attending the appointment sessions of the new Commission members as part of the City Council meeting.  He stated that the Council members were very impressed with the work the Commission is doing and talked about how it is a working board. He went over the impressive qualifications of the Commission applicants.  The Council selected six individuals from the pool of 33 applicants.  They included the re-appointments of Commissioner Milton and Commissioner Palmer.  He also said that a former Commissioner, Donna P___________, was selected.  He said there was some discussion about reducing the number of City appointments.  He let everyone know that City Manager Hewett had commented that this board is engaged and involved.  Dr. Wade said that Mario ______________, Chair of the Millennial Commission, wanted to partner with our Commission on The Hate U Give sessions in the future.  Dr. Wade stated that everyone would receive his Director’s Report.  By request of the Commission’s former Chair, Sheila Cuffee, Dr. Wade is now sharing his Director’s Report with the Greater Fayetteville United membership.  

Ms. Nazar said how she would like the Commissioners to please influence their spear of people to participate in the various The Hate U Give sessions since we really need a diverse group of people to register for the sessions.  

Interim Chair Olson opened the meeting to the group, and Commissioner Harris talked about how much she enjoyed visiting the International Civil Rights Museum in Greensboro, and suggested that everyone who can go visit the museum.  She also spoke about how a memo came out from OMB that said cease and desist all biased training for the military.  Anything that deals with white privilege we were to cease and desist.  She spoke about The Cornell Diversity and Inclusion training.  She said that if the City has the money that all of the staff at FCHR should take the training.  She also said that she would like to download the videos so when we have regular meetings again, she can share them with the Commission.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Commissioner Olson again spoke on the NFL game tonight and how it is human relations related.  Game time is 8:00 p.m.  Dr. Wade spoke about a show he watched last night on the NFL hosted by Queen Latifah.  The show was all about race relations and how NFL players were using their skills and powers to make a difference.  He went on to say that WMBA spokeswoman, Sue Byrd, said the WMBA has been dealing with issues of race, gender equity, orientation, and identity for a while and it is not difficult to support the NFL in their efforts.                

The next scheduled Commission meeting will be Thursday, October 8, 2020, at 5:30 p.m., via Zoom.  

After a few concluding remarks, Commissioner Olson called for a motion to adjourn.   Motion to adjourn the meeting was moved by Commissioner Palmer, seconded by Commissioner Webb. Vote was unanimous.  Meeting was adjourned at 6:16 p.m.



Approved_______________________________
			(Date)


_______________________________________
Dr. Mark Kendrick, Secretary 
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