
Botanical Name Common Name Recommended Cultivars Notable Features Native
Canopy Deciduous Trees 
Acer rubrum red maple 'October Glory'/ 'Red Sunset' fall color x
Acer saccharum Sugar maple x
Acer x freemanii Celebration Celebration Maple
Aesculus flava Yellow buckeye x
Betula lenta Sweet birch x

Betula nigra river birch
'Heritage® 'Cully'/ 'Dura Heat'/ 'Summer 
Cascade'

fast growing, mulit-stemmed, papery peeling
bark, play props

x

Betula nigra River birch x
Betula alleghaniensis Yellow birch x
Carya cordiformis Bitternut hickory x
Carya glabra Pignut hickory x
Carya illinoensis pecan edible nuts, play props, intolerant of salt x
Carya illinoinensis 'Desirable' Desirable Pecan x
Celtis occidentalis hackberry tough, drought tolerant, graceful form x
Cladrastis kentukea Yellowwood x

Diospyros kaki asian persimmon 'Fuyu', 'Jiro', 'Hanagosho'
edible fruit ripens in fall, both male and female
necessary for fruit

Fagus grandifolia american beech smooth textured bark, play props x
Ginkgo biloba ginkgo; maidenhair tree 'Autumn Gold'/ 'The President' yellow fall color

Gleditsia triacanthos var. inermis thornless honey locust Shademaster®/ Skyline®
good dappled shade, fall color, quick growing,
salt tolerant, tolerant of acid, alkaline, wind.

x

Halesia carolina Carolina silverbell
play props, white spring flowers, yellow fall
color

x

Juglans nigra 'Black Walnut' Black Walnut Heat, drought, and soil compaction tolerant. x
Liriodendron tulipifera Tulip poplar fall color, quick growth rate, play props x
Liriodendron tulipifera Tulip tree x
Magnolia acuminata Cucumber tree x
Nyssa sylvatica Black tupelo x
Nyssa sylvatica black gum 'Wildfire'/ Red Rage® 'Hayman's Red' good fall color, yellow to orange to red x
Pistacia chinensis chinese pistache good fall color, drought tolerant
Platanus occidentalis Sycamore x
Platanus x acerifolia Sycamore, Planetree 'Bloodgood' play props, peeling bark x
Prunus serotina Black cherry x
Quercus alba White oak x
Quercus bicolor Swamp White Oak
Quercus coccinea Scarlet Oak
Quercus hemisphaerica Laurel Oak
Quercus imbricaria Shingle Oak
Quercus lyrata overcup oak 'Highbeam' play props, x
Quercus montana Chestnut oak x
Quercus nuttallii Nuttall Oak
Quercus palustris Pin Oak
Quercus phellos willow oak 'Hightower' play props, wet tolerant x
Quercus robur 'Fastigiata' English Columnar Oak
Quercus rubra Red oak x
Quercus shumardii Shumard Oak
Quercus stellata Post oak x
Quercus virginiana Live Oak
Quercus virginiana 'Qvtia' Highrise Oak
Taxodium distichum baldcypress 'Shawnee Brave' fall color, play props x
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Tilia americana American linden x
Ulmus americana 'Princeton' Princeton American Elm
Ulmus parvifolia Allee Allee(R) Elm
Ulmus parvifolia Bosque Bosque(R) Elm
Ulmus parvifolia 'Dynasty' Dynasty Chinese Elm
Ulmus x 'Frontier' Frontier Elm
Ulmus parvifolia chinese elm 'Allee'/ 'Bosque' peeling bark, graceful form
Zelkova serrata japanese zelkova Village Green, Green Vase vase-shaped form
Understory  Deciduous Trees
Acer buergerianum Trident Maple
Acer ginnala ‘’Flame’ Flame Amur Maple
Acer griseum 200 peeling papery bark, fall color
Amelanchier canadensis Shadblow Serviceberry

Carpinus caroliniana american hornbeam/ musclewood sinewy bark x

Cercis canadensis eastern redbud 'Forest Pansy' (purple foliage)
quick growing, play props, pink flowers in
spring

x

Chionanthus virginicus fringe tree 'Spring Fleecing' fringey white flowers in spring x
Cornus alternifolia Pagoda dogwood x

Cornus florida flowering dogwood 'Cloud 9' (white flowers)/ 'Rubra' (pink flowers) white flowers in spring
x

Cornus mas cornelian-cherry 'Spring Glow' white flowers in spring, fruit is edible

Cotinus obovatus American smoketree
scented feathery flowers, good fall color,
drought tolerant

x

Crataegus phaenopyrum Washington hawthorn x
Diospyros virginiana Persimmon x

Eriobotrya japonica loquat
evergreen tree, edible fruit ripens in winter or
spring, wildlife attraction, grafted selections most reliably produce fruit

Ficus carica 'Brown Turkey' fig tree edible fruit in late summer, child-scale
Halesia carolina Carolina silverbell x

Hamamelis virginiana Common witchhazel
play props, yellow flowers in early winter, fall
color

x

Lagerstroemia indica crape myrtle 'Natchez'/ 'Tuscarora'
child-scale, good low level climbing potential,
good fall color

Magnolia tripetela Umbrella tree x

Magnolia x soulangiana Saucer magnolia 'Dark Alexandria'
play props, showy pink flowers in late winter to
spring

Malus spp. Apple tree 'Gala', 'Ginger Gold', 'Empire', 'Stayman'
edible fruit, requires planting another variety
that blooms at the same time for pollination

Morus alba 'Pendula' Weeping mulberry good for hideouts, tolerates coastal conditions
Morus rubra Red mulberry edible fruit x
Ostrya virginiana Hop-hornbeam x
Oxydendrum Arboreum Sourwood x
Prunus americana American plum x
Prunus caroliniana Cherry Laurel x
Prunus cerasifera Purpleleaf Plum Crimson Pointe,   Krauter Vesuvius 
Prunus pensylvanica Pin cherry x
Prunus laurocerasus 'Green Jewel' Green Jewel Schip Laurel
Prunus serrulata 'Kwanzan' Kwanzan Japanese Flowering Cherry
Prunus subhirtella Weeping Cherry
Ptelea trifoliata Hoptree x
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Pyrus communis European pear tree 'Kieffer',  'Moonglow'
edible fruit, requires planting at least two
compatible trees for pollination

Pyrus pyrifolia Asian pear tree 'Chojuro', '20th Century'
edible fruit, requires planting at least two
compatible trees for pollination

Sassafras albidum Common Sassafras x
Viburnum rufidulum Blackhaw Viburnum x

Vitex agnus-castus chaste tree
child-scale, purple flowers in summer, fast-
growing

Canopy Evergreen Trees
Callitropsis glabra 'Carolina Sapphire' Carolina Sapphire Arizona Cypress
Cedrus deodara Deodar Cedar

Chamaecyparis thyoides atlantic white cedar
tolerates wet, columnar form, cones good play
props

x

Ilex opaca american holly
pyramidal to columnar form, red berries in
winter, slow growth rate

x

Juniperus virginiana eastern redcedar 'Brodie' (columnar form)
wildlife attraction, drought tolerant, aromatic
foliage and wood

x

Magnolia grandiflora southern magnolia 'Bracken's Brown Beauty'/ 'Kay Parris'
play props, showy fragrant white flowers in late spring through summer, 
tolerates sand, salt

x

Picea rubens Red spruce x
Pinus strobus Eastern white pine graceful form, play props x
Pinus taeda loblolly pine x
Quercus glauca Ring-cupped oak play props, slower growth rate, tolerates clay

Quercus virginiana live oak
wide-spreading large, graceful tree, good for
climbing

x

Tsuga canadensis Canadian hemlock x
Tsuga caroliniana Carolina hemlock x
Understory Evergreen Trees
Camellia japonica Japanese camellia flowers in spring
Camellia sasanqua sasanqua camellia flowers in fall, tolerates drought

Ilex glabra inkberry
spineless leaves, black berries, tolerates wet
and salt

x

Ilex opaca American holly x
Ilex x attenuata 'Fosteri' Foster's holly dense, conical habit
Juniperus virginiana Red cedar x

Magnolia virginiana sweet bay magnolia 'Wilson'
semi-evergreen tree, play props, showy white
flowers, wet tolerant

x

Morella cerifera southern waxmyrtle
fruit good play props, can make wax from them, attracts wildlife, 
tolerates drought, sand, & salt

x

Thuja occidentalis 'Emerald' Emerald Arborvitae
Thuja occidentalis Eastern Arborvitae Hetzi Midget, Hetzi Midget, Sunkist   
Thuja plicata  Western Arborvitae Clemson #2, Green Giant, Green Splendor
Osmanthus fragrans tea olive strongly scented small flowers bloom in fall
Shrubs Deciduous

Abelia x grandiflora 'Edward Goucher' Edward Goucher' glossy abelia
semi-evergreen, lilac-pink flowers, attracts bees
& other pollinators

Abelia x grandiflora 'Francis Mason' Francis Mason Abelia
Abelia x grandiflora 'Kaleidoscope' Kaleidoscope Abelia
Abelia x grandiflora 'Little Richard' Little Richard Abelia
Alnum serrulata Tag alder x
Aronia arbutifolia Red chokeberry x
Aronia melanocarpa Black chokeberry x
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Berberis thunbergii va. 'Atropurpurea' Red Japanese Barberry 
Callicarpa americana American beautyberry 'Lactea' play props, purple berries in fall x
Callicarpa dichotoma purple beautyberry 'Early Amethyst'/ 'Issai' play props, purple berries in fall
Calycanthus floridus Sweetshrub x
Ceanothus americanus New Jersey tea x
Chaenomeles japonica Japanese Flowering Quince
Chaenomeles speciosa Common flowering quince 'Cameo'
Clethra acuminata Cinnamonbark x

Clethra alnifolia sweet pepperbush 'Ruby Spice'
very fragrant white-pink flowers in summer,
thrives in wet conditions

x

Comptonia peregrina Sweetfern x
Cornus amomum Silky dogwood x
Corylus americana Hazelnut x
Diervilla sessilifolia Bush-honeysuckle x
Euonymus alatus 'Compacta' Dwarf Burning Bush Dwarf Burning Bush
Euonymus americanus Hearts-a-bustin x

Forsythia x intermedia forsythia
bright yellow flowers cover the shrub before
leaves emerge in spring.

Fothergilla major Witchalder 'Mount Airy'
white, fragrant flowers in early spring, good fall
color, play props

x

Hamamelis virginiana Common witchhazel
play props, yellow flowers in early winter, fall
color

Hibiscus syriacus rose-of-sharon
large colorful flowers in summer, drought
tolerant

Hydrangea aborescens Snowhill Hydrangea x
Hypericum densiflorum Dense Hypericum x
Hypericum frondosum 'Sunburst' Shrubby St. John's wort 'Sunburst' drought tolerant, attracts butterflies and bees
Hypericum patulum St. Johnswort
Ilex montana Mountain winterberry x
Ilex verticillata Common winterberry x

Itea virginica Virginia sweet spire 'Henry's Garnet'
good fall color, white flowers in spring, wet
tolerant

x

Jasminium floridum Showy Jasmine

Jasminum nudiflorum winter jasmine
yellow flowers in late winter, willowy green
stems showy in winter,

Ligustrum japonicum ‘Rotundifolium’ Curlyleaf Ligustrum

Lindera benzoin spicebush
spicy scent on some varieties, good fall color,attracts wildlife, shade 
tolerant

x

Loropetalum chin. 'Rubrum Ruby' Witch-Hazel, Chinese
Philadelphus inodorus Mock orange x

Punica granatum pomegranate 'Compactum', 'State Fair'
edible fruit produced on certain selections,
showy summer flowers, good fall color, heat tolerant

Rhododendron arborescens Sweet azalea x
Rhododendron calendulaceum Flame azalea x
Rhododendron periclymenoides Wild or Pinxter azalea x
Rhus glabra Smooth sumac 'Laciniata'
Rosa carolina Carolina rose x
Rosa palustris Swamp rose x
Salix sericea Silky willow x
Sambucus canadensis Elderberry x
Spiraea cantoniensis Reeves Spirea
Spiraea japonica 'Shirobana' Shirobana Spirea
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Spiraea nipponica 'Snowmound' Snowmound Spirea
Spiraea thunbergii Thunberg Spirea
Spiraea vanhouttei Vanhoutte Spirea
Spiraea x bumalda Spiraea 'Anthony Waterer'/ 'Goldmound' spring blooming
Symphoricarpos orbiculatus Coral berry x
Vaccinium corymbosum Highbush blueberry x
Vaccinium pallidum Lowbush blueberry x

Vaccinium species blueberry 'Premiere', 'Tifblue', 'Powderblue', 'Southland'
edible fruit, needs full sun for best fruit, clusters
of bell-shaped flowers in spring, choose species appropriate to your area.

x

Vaccinium stamineum Deerberry x
Viburnum acerifolium Maple-leaf Viburnum x
Viburnum alnifolium Hobblebush x
Viburnum cassinoides Witherod Vibernum x

Viburnum dentatum Arrowwood viburnum 'Synnestrvedt' Chicago Luster®/ 'Blue Muffin'
blue berries good play props, cream colored
flowers in spring, good fall foliage color, wildlife attraction x

Shrub Evergreen 
Abelia chinensis Chinese abelia 'Rose Creek'
Aucuba japonica Japanese aucuba 'Picturata' (variegated)
Berberis x gladwynensis 'William Penn' 3 gallon William Penn Barberry
Buxus microphylla  Littleleaf Boxwood Winter Gem
Buxus sempervirens True Dwarf Boxwood 
Buxus x 'Green Beauty' Green Beauty Littleleaf Boxwood
Buxus x 'Green Gem' 3 Green Gem Littleleaf Boxwood
Buxus x 'Green Mountain' Green Mountain Littleleaf Boxwood
Buxus x 'Green Velvet' Green Velvet Littleleaf Boxwood
Callistemon citrinus Bottlebrush bush flowers in spring
Camellia japonica Japanese camellia flowers in fall, tolerates drought
Camellia sasanqua sasanqua camellia scented white flowers, glossy leaves,
Cephalotaxus harringtonia 'Duke Gardens' Duke Gardens Japanese Plum Yew
Cephalotaxus harringtonia 'Fastigiata' Upright Japanese Plum Yew
Cephalotaxus harringtonia 'Prostrata' Spreading Japanese Plum Yew

Gardenia jasminoides 'Kleim's Hardy' Kleim's hardy gardenia
compact, refined form, very tolerant of any soil
type, tolerates salt

x

Gardenia jasmoides Cape-Jasmine
Ilex cornuta Dwarf Chinese Holly
Ilex crenata Japanese Holly
Ilex glabra 'Shamrock' Shamrock Inkberry Holly
Ilex opaca American Holly
Ilex verticillata Winterberry Holly Southern Gentleman, Winter Red
Ilex vomitoria 'Pendula' Weeping Yaupon Holly
Ilex vomitoria 'Schillings' Dwarf Yaupon Holly
Ilex x attenuata 'Fosteri' 15 gallon Foster Holly
Ilex x attenuata 'Savannah' Savannah Holly
Ilex x 'Carolina Sentinel' Carolina Sentinel Holly
Ilex x 'Emily Brunner' Emily Brunner Holly
Ilex x 'Mary Nell' Mary Nell Holly
Ilex x 'Nellie R. Stevens' Nellie R. Stevens Holly
Ilex integra Nepal Holly
Ilex vomitoria 'Nana' Holly, Dwarf Yaupon
Illicium parviflorum Anise
Juniperus chinensis 'Hetzii ' Hetz blue juniper x
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Juniperus chinensis 'Pfitzeriana'  Pfitzer Juniper
Juniperus communis common juniper x

Kalmia latifolia Mountain laurel
drought tolerant, purple flowers in spring/
summer

Lavandula stoechas Spanish lavender

scented herb, used in cooking, vigorous,
tolerant of heat and humidity, purple flowers in summer, gray-green 
foliage

Lavandula x  intermedia 'Provence' Provence lavender x

Leucothoe fontanesiana Drooping leucothoe
fruit good play props, can make wax from them, attracts wildlife, 
tolerates drought, sand, & salt x

Mahonia aquifolium Oregon Grape
Mahonia pinnata California Holly Grape

Morella cerifera southern waxmyrtle
glossy leaves, white flowers, tolerates salt
spray

Pinus mugo ‘Compacta’ Dwarg Mugho Pine
Prunus laurocerasus ‘Otto Luykens’ Otto Luykens Dwf Eng. Laurel
Raphiolepis indica India Hawthorne
Raphiolepis umbellata Indian hawthorn x
Rhododendron carolinianum Carolina Rhododendron x
Rhododendron catawbiense Mountain rosebay x
Rhododendron maximum Rosebay Rhododendron x

Rhododendron vaseyi Pinkshell azalea
scented herb, used in cooking, very hardy,
drought tolerant, small lavender flowers in winter/early spring

Rosmarinus officinalis rosemary x
Taxus cuspidata Japanese Yew
Thuja occidentalis 'filiformis' Threadleaf Arborvitae
Vaccinium macrocarpon Cranberry
Viburnum davidii David Viburnum
Viburnum suspensum Sandankwa Viburnum
Vine Deciduous
Actinidia arguta Hardy kiwi x
Aristolochia macrophylla Dutchman’s pipe x
Campsis radicans Trumpet creeper x

Clematis virginiana Virgin’s bower x

Decumaria barbara Climbing hydrangea fragrant flowers in summer/fall

Lonicera periclymenum European honeysuckle x

Lonicera sempervirens Coral honeysuckle vigorous, red fall foliage, shade tolerant x

Parthenocissus quinquefolia Virginia creeper
deciduous, hardy vine, spreads from seed,
unique showy flowers bloom in summer. play props, edible fruit x

Passiflora incarnata passion flower x

Vitis labrusca Fox grape 'Triumph'
 vine, edible fruit - grapes, bears
large fruit in small clusters. Some self-fertile, some need both male & x

Vitis rotundifolia muscadine grape

Vine Evergreen

Akebia quinata chocolate vine 'Tangerine Beauty'
shade tolerant, orange to dark reddish flowers
in spring, quick growing x

Bignonia capreolata cross vine white flowers in spring, textural leaves

Clematis armandii Armand clematis 'Cedar Lane'
shade tolerant, coral flowers in late-spring to summer, semi-evergreen 
depending on climate, x

Lonicera sempervirens coral honeysuckle
vigorous, few to almost no prickles, clusters of yellow - white blooms in 
spring, some scented some not

Rosa banksiae lady banks rose small yellow flowers, hardy, fast-growing

Trachelospermum asiaticum Yellow star jasmine white flowers in spring-early summer, wildlife attraction

Trachelospermum jasminoides confederate jasmine (star)
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Grasses

Acorus gramineus variegatus 'Ogon' Ogon Sweet Flag x

Andropogon gerardii Big bluestem x

Andropogon virginicus Broomsedge x

Arundinaria gigantea River cane 'Karl Foerster' play props

Calamagrostis × acutiflora feather reed grass x

Carex pensylvanica Pennsylvania sedge x

Carex plantaginea Plantain-leaved sedge x

Chasmanthium latifolium River Oats
soft, leafy grass with attractive seed heads. But
spreads rapidly by seed, it's best to cut them off before turning brown. x

Chasmanthium latifolium Inland sea oats x

Danthonia compressa Oat grass x

Elymus hystrix Bottle brush rush with spiralling foliage, good play props.

Juncus effusus 'Spiralis' corkscrew rush 'Adagio'
clump-forming, graceful and textural, foliage
turns reddish in fall, with silver plumes, good hiding places

Miscanthus sinensis flame grass
delicate pink hazy flowers in early fall, easy to
grow, tolerates some drought & some wet, sun loving x

Muhlenbergia capillaris pink muhly grass x

Nassella tenuissima Mexican feather grass
'Shenandoah'/ 'Cheyenne Sky'/ "The Blues'/ 
'North

upright clumping, textural, drought tolerant, salt
tolerant, good hiding places x

Panicum virgatum switch grass clump forming, play props, textural

Pennisetum alopecuroides fountaingrass
clump-forming, soft, textural grass, red-tinged
blades, play props, perennial at the coast, annual elsewhere

Pennisetum setaceum crimson fountaingrass 'Prairie Blues' blooms in late summer, drought tolerant x

Schizachyrium scoparium little bluestem x

Sorghastrum nutans Indian grass x

Tripsacum dactyloides Eastern gammagrass

Groundcover

Ajuga reptans Ajuga x

Antennaria plantaginifolia Pussy’s toes x

Asarum canadense Wild ginger x

Chrysogonum virginianum Green-and-gold x

Coreopsis auriculata Mouse-eared coreopsis x

Fragaria virginiana Wild strawberry x

Gaultheria procumbens Wintergreen x

Hexastylis arifolia Little brown jugs evergreen, tends to spread, white flowers in spring

Iberis sempervirens candytuft x

Iris cristata Dwarf crested iris 'Big Blue'/ 'Variegata'/ 'Royal Purple'
evergreen, forms large clumps, purple flowers,
play props.

Liriope muscari liriope x

Mitchella repens Partridge Berry
evergreen, forms tight clumps, slow-growing,
textural

Ophiopogon japonicus 'Nana' dwarf mondo x

Pachysandra procumbens Allegheny spurge x

Phacelia bipinnatifida Phacelia x

Phlox amoena Chalice Phlox x

Phlox divaricata Wild blue phlox x

Phlox stolonifera Creeping phlox x

Pityopis graminifolia Golden aster x

Polystichum acrostichoides Christmas fern
Evergreen, small white flowers, spreads over
time.

Rubus calcycinoides Creeping raspberry
low groundcover, pale lavender flowers in early
spring, easy to grow x
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Salvia lyrata lyreleaf sage x

Shortia galacifolia Oconee bells x

Sisyrinchium mucronatum Blue-eyed grass

Stachys byzantina lamb's ears
lemon-scented herb, pale purple summer
flowers, wildlife attraction

Thymus pulegioides lemon thyme
scented herb, tiny lilac flowers in late
spring/summer, gray-green leaves, drought tolerant, wildlife attraction

Thymus vulgaris common thyme x

Tiarella cordifolia Foamflower x

Xanthorhiza simplicissima Yellow-root


